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Introduction: Responses to Homosexuals1 
 
Gays are “getting married, “are more dangerous than guns in Florida,” “are promiscuous,” 
“are pedophiles,” “are immoral,” “are perverts,” are discriminated against,” “are gay 
because they are possessed by demons spirits,” “are sinners,” “are worse than terrorists,” 
“are around 10% of the population,” “are closeted Dems,” “are infiltrating our city councils,” 
“are retarded,” “are hated,” “are politically unpopular,” “are taking over,”  “are excellent 
parents,” “are sick people,” “are okay,” “are a threat to the family,” “are going to hell,” “are 
an abomination.”2 These are just some of the responses Google revealed concerning those 
who are homosexuals. 
 
The response to homosexuals from two African countries goes well beyond mere words. 
The African country of Uganda, which is eighty-five percent Christian,3 has made the 
American news of late because of its governmental push to pass legislation designed to 
toughen existing criminal penalties against homosexuality.4 The proposed new law would 
increase jail time for homosexuality from fourteen years to life in prison and in some cases 
even includes the death penalty. According to a Reuters Video interview, Pepe, a gay right 

                                                           
1
 Special thanks to BBS OT teaching assistant, David Boyles and Davis College Librarian, Jeremy McGinniss for 

tracking down a number of resources used in this paper and for reading the initial rough draft.  

 

I will use the terms, “homosexual,” “gay,” “lesbian,” and “LGBT” interchangeably. However, according to James 

Zahniser and Craig Boyd, these terms are distinct in different contexts. For the purpose of this paper these terms will 

be used synonymously. James H. Zahniser and Craig A Boyd, “The Work of Love, the Practice of Compassion and 

the Homosexual Neighbor,” Journal of Psychology and Christianity” 27, no. 3 (2008): 225 Note 1.  

 

Homosexual population in the United States: A 2002 survey by the  National Center for Health Statistics (as stated 

on the Kinsey Institute website) reports that 90% of men aged 18-44 considered themselves to be heterosexual, 2.3% 

as homosexual, 1.8% as bisexual, and 3.9% as “something else.” Among women aged 18-44 in the same survey, 

90% said they were heterosexual, 1.3% homosexual, 2.8% bisexual, and 3.8% as “something else.” I am uncertain 

as to the definition of the “something else” category. http://www.kinseyinstitute.org/resources/FAQ.html#Mosher  

(accessed March 19, 2010).  

  
2
 These quotes were gleaned from the first five pages of a Google search on the phrase “Gays are *”. The search 

conducted on March 22, 2010 produced 169 million hits. 

  
3
 This statistic is according to Sarah Pulliam Bailey. “Intercontinental Divide,” Christianity Today, February 2010, 

18.  
 
4
 For a Reuters News Video see http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCivdGSfB0g&feature=related (accessed 

March 22, 2010).  

  

Summarizing the penal code for sodomy for Pennsylvania, Richard Posner and Katherine Silbaugh note, “A person 

who engages in deviate sexual intercourse per os or per anus is guilty of a misdemeanor. Married couples are 

exempt” (70). The term “os” literally means „through the mouth‟” (242). Deviate sexual intercourse is defined 

differently among various states‟ penal codes (66-71). Richard Posner and Katherine Silbaugh, A Guide to 

America’s Sex Laws, accessed Google Books, (Chicago: University of Chicago, 1996), 

http://books.google.com/books?id=fRrh79jwh8cC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0#v=on

epage&q=&f=false (accessed March 25, 2010).  

 

http://www.kinseyinstitute.org/resources/FAQ.html#Mosher
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WCivdGSfB0g&feature=related
http://books.google.com/books?id=fRrh79jwh8cC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=fRrh79jwh8cC&printsec=frontcover&source=gbs_v2_summary_r&cad=0#v=onepage&q=&f=false
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advocate in Uganda claims, that this new law would also make it a crime if someone did not 
report a known homosexual to authorities.5  
 
A New York Times article reports that in Nigeria, “Lawmakers are debating a bill that 
would ban any form of association with a homosexual, even sharing a meal.”6 To strengthen 
one’s penal code is a very specific response to homosexuality. 
 
The church has had its own spectrum of responses to the issue of homosexuality as well. 
Although no less controversial than an African jail sentence, Westboro Baptist Church 
makes it a ministry to protest against homosexuals seemingly anywhere in the country.7 In 
1997 the Southern Baptists responded to one corporation’s inclusion of homosexuals by 
voting to boycott its entire company. At their convention that same year delegates 
approved a boycott of Walt Disney Company because of its pro-homosexual position. At 
that time Disney produced the TV show “Ellen,” provided health benefits to partners of gay 
employees and sponsored a “Gay Day” at Disney World.8 The Christian organization, 
American Family Association, has also called for boycotts against such companies as Wal-
Mart,9 McDonald’s10 and Ford11 because of their support for homosexuality.  
 
                                                           
5
 Ibid.  

 
6
 New York Times, nytimes.com “World Briefing | Africa Nigeria: Bill Would Make Meeting With Gays a Crime,”  

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=950CE4DF1531F931A25751C1A9609C8B63&scp=1&sq=World%

20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nigeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse (accessed 

March 22. 2010). For an updated article on this situation see: 

http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/08/opinion/08thu2.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nig

eria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse (accessed March 22, 2010), and Sarah 

Pulliam Bailey. “Intercontinental Divide,” Christianity Today, (February 2010): 17-19. As of March 2, 2010 this bill 

has been modified but has not been voted on. According to a News Wire Services article despite international 

pressure the bill will not be withdrawn. “Uganda Anti-homosexuality Bill Won‟t Be Dropped: Parliament Speaker,” 

News Wire Services, NYDailyNews.com March 2, 2010. 

http://www.nydailynews.com/news/world/2010/03/02/2010-03-

02_ugandan_antihomosexuality_bill_wont_be_dropped_parliament_speaker.html (accessed March 23, 2010).  

  
7
 For a CBS News video that captures this church‟s demonstration in Washington DC (January 2010) see 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kT34H7libE (accessed March 22, 2010). This is one of the milder 

demonstrations. It should be noted that Westboro Baptist is an independent Baptist church composed of 

approximately 100 people. According to a Fox News Interview conducted by Sean Hannity with Shirley Phelps 

Roper (daughter of the founding pastor, Fred Phelps), agrees that of those hundred people eighty percent are family 

(see interview http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UMP3AK5jwo (accessed March 22, 2010). The church sponsors 

a website entitled: www.godhatesfags.com.  

 
8
 Tom Morganthau, “Baptists vs. Mickey,” Newsweek, June 30, 1997, 51.  

 
9
 For Wal-Mart boycott see Associated Press, “Wal-Mart Boycott over Gays Called Off,” November 21, 2006. 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/15835445/ (accessed March 22, 2010).  

 
10

 For McDonald‟s boycott see MoneyNetDaily, “‟Gay‟ McDonald‟s Prompts Boycott,” July 3, 2008. 

http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=68672 (accessed March 22, 2010).  

 
11

 For Ford boycott see the report by Alex Johnson, “Another Swing at the Pocketbook: Christian Activist Group 

Goes After Ford Motor Co.,” MSNBC.com http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8047423/ (accessed March 22, 2010).   

http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=950CE4DF1531F931A25751C1A9609C8B63&scp=1&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nigeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse
http://query.nytimes.com/gst/fullpage.html?res=950CE4DF1531F931A25751C1A9609C8B63&scp=1&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nigeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/08/opinion/08thu2.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nigeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2007/03/08/opinion/08thu2.html?_r=1&scp=2&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nigeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=_kT34H7libE
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6UMP3AK5jwo
http://www.godhatesfags.com/
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/15835445/
http://www.wnd.com/index.php?fa=PAGE.view&pageId=68672
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/8047423/
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In attempting to find a pastoral response to the “homosexual question,” Brian McLaren, 
suggests: 
 

Perhaps we need a five-year moratorium on making pronouncements. In the 
meantime, we'll practice prayerful Christian dialogue, listening respectfully, 
disagreeing agreeably. When decisions need to be made, they'll be admittedly 
provisional. We'll keep our ears attuned to scholars in biblical studies, theology, 
ethics, psychology, genetics, sociology, and related fields. Then in five years, if we 
have clarity, we'll speak; if not, we'll set another five years for ongoing reflection. 
After all, many important issues in church history took centuries to figure out. 
Maybe this moratorium would help us resist the "winds of doctrine" blowing 
furiously from the left and right, so we can patiently wait for the wind of the Spirit to 
set our course.12 
 

Clearer than McLaren, J. Harold Ellens does not see any clear biblical warrant against 
homosexuality so there is no need for a response. He writes, “The message of the Bible on 
homosexuality is neither clear nor conclusive.”13 He believes that the Old Testament never 
forbids homosexuality in identity or orientation but only in “its negative cultural, cultic-
worship, and ritual role in Israel and her neighbors.”14 His response is to affirm “that 
homosexual persons have the same rights to love, intimacy, and relationships… as do 
heterosexuals.”15 
 
Pastor Mark Tidd responds to the homosexual issue by welcoming and affirming any 
persons who practices homosexuality into his Denver evangelical church. “Our position is 
not one of lenience, but a matter of justice… it’s not that we don’t acknowledge the reality 
of sin. It’s not a sin to be gay or act in accordance with your nature.”16  
 

                                                           
12

 Brian McLaren, Out of Ur Blog, “Brian McLaren on the Homosexual Question: Finding a Pastoral Response,” 

January 23, 2006. http://www.outofur.com/archives/2006/01/brian_mclaren_o.html  (accessed March 19, 2010). 

McLaren seems not to have followed his own suggestion of waiting five years to speak on the issue of 

homosexuality. In his new book, A New Kind of Christianity: Ten Questions that Are Transforming Faith, McLaren 

seems to accept (to some degree) homosexuality as an acceptable practice. Drawing a connection between the  

Ethiopian eunuch in Acts 8 as the “sexually other” and homosexuals, he states, “As Philip and the Ethiopian disciple 

climb the stream bank, they represent a new humanity emerging from the water, dripping wet and full of joy, 

marked by a new and radical reconciliation in the kingdom of God.” Brian McLaren, A New Kind of Christianity: 

Ten Questions that Are Transforming Faith (New York: HarperOne, 2010), 183. 

 
13

 J. Harold Ellens, Sex in the Bible: A New Consideration (Westport: Praeger, 2006), 103.  

 
14

 Ibid., 119.  

 
15

 Ibid., 135. 

 
16

 The Associated Press, “Evangelical Church Opens Doors to Gays,” December 19, 2009. 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34493087/ns/us_news-faith/page/2/ (accessed March 15, 2010). For a website that 

promotes such an accommodation see www.soulforce.org. The founder of this organization is Mel White. White, a 

well known evangelical was a ghost writer for Billy Graham and Jerry Falwell. In the early nineties White divorced 

his wife of twenty-five years and embraced the homosexual lifestyle.  

http://www.outofur.com/archives/2006/01/brian_mclaren_o.html
http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34493087/ns/us_news-faith/page/2/
http://www.soulforce.org/


4 

Matt Comer remembers quite clearly his church’s position on gay people. As a pre-teen 
Comer did not find his church so accommodating to his same sex attraction as Tidd’s 
assembly of believers. He remembers his North Carolina Baptist pastor with his “half-smile 
and eerily happy eyes” when he suggested that the way to deal with homosexuals would be, 
“Put all the queers on a ship, cut a hole in the side, and send it out to sea.”17 
 
While there seems to be no lack of opinion as it concerns political, societal or religious 
responses to homosexuals, should these be the reactions of those who are believers in 
Jesus Christ? Should Christians in churches like ours, boycott, protest, discriminate, 
approve, welcome, hate or even legislate homosexual activity to the point of the death 
penalty?18  
 
Need for a Biblical Response 
 
The need for a biblical response to homosexuality evidences itself in five specific ways:  
 
 1) It is abundantly clear that homosexuality is not going back into the closet. While he is 
studying denominational churches, Mark Toulouse recognizes the need to address the issue 
and the church’s seemingly lack of ability to do so. He writes, “If current denominational 
activities surrounding homosexuality reveal anything, they reveal the desire of the 
muddled middle that this issue goes away. Most people in the muddled middle, in other 
words do not want to talk about it.”19 Speaking of churches like ours Alex Montoya concurs: 
“There is no question that the church faces a major issue on how to respond to 
homosexuality in our society and in the church.”20 A recent Associated Press article states 
that “with younger evangelicals and broader society showing greater acceptance of 
homosexuality, many evangelical churches can expect, at least, a deeper exploration of the 

                                                           
17

 Matt Comer, “Matt Comer,” In Crisis: 40 Stories Revealing the Personal, Social, and Religious Pain and Trauma 

of Growing Up Gay in America, edited by Mitchell Gold with Mindy Drucker, (Austin, Greenleaf Book Group, 

2008) accessed at Google Books:  

http://books.google.com/books?id=Zs4_an0AlVUC&printsec=frontcover&dq=crisis+40+stories&cd=1#v=onepage

&q=&f=false  (accessed March 22, 2010).  

 
18

 According to Jeffrey Gettlemen for the New York Times, (January 3, 2010), A few American evangelical have 

been linked with this bill (albeit possibly unfairly). 

http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/04/world/africa/04uganda.html?scp=27&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20N

igeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse (accessed March 22, 2010). In a video 

letter to the pastors and congregations of Uganda Rick Warren distances himself from the Anti-Homosexual Bill by 

calling the bill harsh. He encourages congregations not to pass the law. He also recognizes that the mandatory 

reporting of homosexuals (even by churches) would negatively influence the church‟s ministry to the gay 

community. http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jmGu9o4fDE (accessed March 22, 2010).  

 
19

 Mark G. Toulouse, “Muddling Through: The Church and Sexuality/Homosexuality,” In Homosexuality, Science, 

and “The Plain Sense” of Scripture, edited by David L. Balch (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 2000), 34. I would suggest 

there is a chance that people in our churches may also be part of the “muddled middle.” Stanton Jones, the provost at 

Wheaton and a sexuality scholar, agrees: “The debates that once were contained within the mainline denominations 

are spilling over into the evangelical denominations.” “The Litmus Test,” Christianity Today, November 2009, 17.   

 
20

 Alex D. Montoya, “The Church‟s Response to Homosexuality,” The Master’s Seminary Journal 19 no. 2 (Fall 

2008): 234. 

http://books.google.com/books?id=Zs4_an0AlVUC&printsec=frontcover&dq=crisis+40+stories&cd=1#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://books.google.com/books?id=Zs4_an0AlVUC&printsec=frontcover&dq=crisis+40+stories&cd=1#v=onepage&q=&f=false
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/04/world/africa/04uganda.html?scp=27&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nigeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse
http://www.nytimes.com/2010/01/04/world/africa/04uganda.html?scp=27&sq=World%20Briefing%20Africa:%20Nigeria:%20Bill%20Would%20make%20meeting%20homosexuals&st=cse
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1jmGu9o4fDE
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issue.”21 Since the issue will not simply go away, the church needs help to deal with the 
issue biblically.22 
 
 2) Although many evangelical churches might be firm in what they believe concerning 
homosexuality, their firmness in doctrine does not necessarily dictate a biblical response. 
While it may not be true of every church, a recent Barna Group study found that 16-29 
years old believe:  
 

Today, the most common perception is that present-day Christianity is "anti-
homosexual." Overall, 91% of young non-Christians and 80% of young churchgoers 
say this phrase describes Christianity. As the research probed this perception, non-
Christians and Christians explained that beyond their recognition that Christians 
oppose homosexuality, they believe that Christians show excessive contempt and 
unloving attitudes towards gays and lesbians. One of the most frequent criticisms of 
young Christians was that they believe the church has made homosexuality a 
"bigger sin" than anything else. Moreover, they claim that the church has not helped 
them apply the biblical teaching on homosexuality to their friendships with gays and 
lesbians.23 
 

No matter what a church’s particular stance may be on the topic, it should not be perceived 
as demonstrating “contempt and unloving attitudes” towards any group of sinners.24  
 
3) Since so many Christians, from so many different stripes, are voicing an opinion on the 
issue and stating that their position is the biblical one, our churches need a clear voice 
when they are confronted with homosexuality whether on their jobs, in their 
neighborhoods or even at their church.  
 
4) Since so many Christians, from so many different stripes, are voicing an opinion on the 
issue and stating that their position is biblical, our churches need to distance themselves 

                                                           
21

 The Associated Press, “Evangelical Church Opens Doors to Gays,” 

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34493087/ns/us_news-faith/page/2/ (accessed March 15, 2010).   

 
22

 While most people do not turn to Newsweek for their theology, its December 2009 cover story, “Our Mutual Joy,” 

made a one-sided, unapologetic, theological argument in favor of homosexuality. Lisa Miller, “Our Mutual Joy, 

Newsweek, December 15, 2008. Miller argues unconvincingly that biblical opponents of gay marriage read the 

scriptural evidence completely wrong. When a popular rag makes such theological pronouncements it is sure to 

create a forum for discussion within the church—or at least it should.  

 
23

 Barna Group Report, “A New Generation Expresses its Skepticism and Frustration with Christianity,” 

http://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/94-a-new-generation-expresses-its-skepticism-and-

frustration-with-christianity?q=homosexuality (accessed March 10, 2010).  

 
24

 In this postmodern age it could be that because a church simply stated that homosexuality is sin that the 

perception is that the church is now contemptible and unloving. However, there is enough examples of unloving 

words from Christians for me to read these statistics as a statement on how the church has communicated its position 

and not necessarily the position it has taken on the issue of homosexuality.  

http://www.msnbc.msn.com/id/34493087/ns/us_news-faith/page/2/
http://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/94-a-new-generation-expresses-its-skepticism-and-frustration-with-christianity?q=homosexuality
http://www.barna.org/barna-update/article/16-teensnext-gen/94-a-new-generation-expresses-its-skepticism-and-frustration-with-christianity?q=homosexuality
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from those who are militant in their hatred and unbiblical in their response to LGBT25 
people.  
 
5) While it is clear to many in our churches that homosexuality is sin, a well-reasoned 
response is needed to ensure that the church is not sinning in her response to sin.  
 
Limitations 
 
This study has three limitations: 1) It is not addressing the homosexual agenda such as 
same sex marriage, civil unions, or civil rights for homosexuals.26 2) It is not addressing the 
person who is a professing believer in Jesus Christ, who is practicing homosexuality and 
is unrepentant.27  3) It is not addressing the question whether homosexuality is a sin or 
not. That homosexuality in any form is a sin is a biblical conviction that under girds this 
discussion.28   
 
This paper will address how those in the church of Jesus Christ should respond to the 
individual (or same sex couple) who is unsaved, who either is practicing homosexuality or 
identifies him or herself as a homosexual. These folks may be in the same office, same 
neighborhood, or the same school as a believer. They will window shop the same mall, buy 
in the same Wal-Mart, eat at the same McDonald’s, drive the same model Ford, and visit the 
same tourist attractions as believers in the church. How should believers in Jesus Christ 
respond to this gay guy or girl?  
 
Homosexuality Is Sin  
 
Before moving on to the church’s response to homosexuality, I need to affirm, so that there 
will be no misunderstanding and no perceived waffling on this subject, that homosexuality 
in any form is sin. The commands in Leviticus are clear in their condemnation of 
homosexuality (18:22; 20:13):  
 

Leviticus 18:22   You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an 
abomination.  

 

                                                           
25

 These initials represent those whose sexual orientation and/or practice is lesbian, gay, bisexual, or transgender 

people. I am using it simply as a synonym for a person who is homosexual. 

 
26

 Dr. Gray Gromacki has dealt with this issue in an earlier Faculty Forum: “Why Be Concerned with Same Sex 

Marriage,” April 18, 2005. While this paper will not deal with the homosexual agenda, I hope that a believer‟s 

reaction to such a political statement as a gay pride parade will be influenced by this study.  

 
27

 The same limits apply to a same sex couple. While this scenario is worthwhile to discuss and may need to be 

revisited in light of the culture grey areas that have invaded the church, it is clear from 1 Corinthians 5 that this 

professing believer should be under church discipline.   

 
28

 This will be affirmed in a later section of this study.  
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Leviticus 20:13   If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a 
woman, both of them have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to 
death. Their bloodguiltiness is upon them.  

 
Although these are Old Testament commandments, MacArthur recognizes their 
universality: “Thus, homosexuality is viewed in Leviticus as morally equal to sins such as 
adultery, incest and bestiality…. such sins are wrong in any age and in any culture, because 
they violate the design that God established at creation.”29 
 
The New Testament prohibition is equally clear:  
 

Romans 1:26-27 For this reason God gave them over to degrading passions; for 
their women exchanged the natural function for that which is unnatural, and in the 
same way also the men abandoned the natural function of the woman and burned in 
their desire toward one another, men with men committing indecent acts and 
receiving in their own persons the due penalty of their error.  

 
Alex Montoya states, “The Scriptures are unwavering in pronouncing that unconverted 
homosexuals will not inherit the kingdom of God (cf. 1 Cor 6:9-10; Rev 21:27; 22:15).”30 
 
Robert Gagnon in answering the claim that God is not really interested in homosexuality 
because it is only mentioned a few times in Scripture writes, “All the contextual evidence 
indicates that ancient Israel, early Judaism, and early Christianity viewed homosexual 
practice of every sort as abhorrent to God, an extreme sexual offense comparable only to 
the worst forms of adult incest (say, a man and his mother) and superseded among 
‘consensual’ sexual offenses only by bestiality.”31 
 
Richard Davidson who has written a comprehensive theology of sexuality in the OT 
summarizes the scriptural evidence concerning homosexuality: “Not only is there univocal 
condemnation of homosexual practice throughout Scripture…numerous lines of evidence 
connected to the Levitical legislation point to the universal (transcultural) and permanent 
(transtemporal) nature of the prohibition against homosexual activity.”32   
 
While Ellens and other scholars need to do hermeneutical gymnastics with these passages 
to read any kind of divine approval or a divine looking the other way concerning 

                                                           
29

 John MacArthur, “God‟s Word on Homosexuality: The Truth about Sin and the Reality of Forgiveness,” The 

Master’s Seminary Journal 19 no. 2 (Fall 2008): 165. 

 
30

 Alex D. Montoya, “Homosexuality and the Church,” The Master‟s Seminary Journal 11 no. 2 (Fall 2000): 165. 

 
31

 Robert A. J. Gagnon, “What the Evidence Really Says about Scripture and Homosexual Practice: Five Issues” 

March 14, 2009. http://www.robgagnon.net/articles/homosexScripReallySays.doc.pdf (accessed March 23, 2010). 

Gagnon has written extensively on the issue of homosexuality. His website has significant resources concerning 

homosexuality.  http://www.robgagnon.net/  

 
32

 Richard M. Davidson, Flame of Yahweh: Sexuality in the Old Testament (Peabody: Hendrickson, 2007), 169.  

http://www.robgagnon.net/
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homosexuality, a literal reading of the text leads the unbiased reader to affirm with God 
that homosexuality (as well as any other sexual activity outside of marriage) is sin.   
 
Homosexuality is THE Sin? 
 
While it is true that any form of homosexual activity is sin, it is my observation that 
somehow in our day it has become THE sin. According to Xan Rice, the Uganda Anti-
Homosexuality Bill 2009 calls for life imprisonment as “the minimum punishment for 
anyone convicted of having gay sex.… If the person is HIV positive or serial offender, or a 
‘person of authority over the other partner, or if the ‘victim’ is under 18, a conviction will 
result in the death penalty.”33 Why is this sin, from all the other sins in the Bible, singled out 
as warranting the death penalty? I know nothing about Uganda’s penal code. Maybe other 
sins receive the same harsh treatment but I have not seen in the news that someone who is 
guilty of lying will face the death penalty. If homosexuality will bring the death penalty 
because it is an abomination (Lev 18:22 ּתֹוֵעָבה), then why would not the seven sins listed as 
abomination (ּתֹוֵעָבה) in Prov 6:16-19 incur the same consequence?   
 

There are six things which the LORD hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to 
Him:  Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood,  A heart 
that devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil, A false witness who utters 
lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.  

The same may be argued in Prov 16:5:  
 

Everyone who is proud in heart is an abomination to the LORD; Assuredly, he will 
not be unpunished.  

 
Should the proud person, if convicted of the sin of pride, face the death penalty? Or a 
person that is unjust in his business dealing (Prov 11:1; 20:23)? If unjust business 
practices are an abomination before God, then what would the consequences be for those 
on Wall Street this past year? How would companies such as Enron or individuals such as 
Bernard Madoff who are guilty of such gross business offenses fare? While I have heard the 
anger at banks and various individuals responsible for the recession, I have not seen 
politicians on either side of the aisle or the church call for the death penalty. If these are 
abominations and are in the same category as homosexuality, then why not?  
 
Robert Gagnon who has helped the church maintain a biblical stance with his research and 
writing concerning homosexuality believes that homosexuality is a sin that is worse than 
others. He observes, “It is my contention that homosexual practice is a more serious 

                                                           
33

 Xan Rice, “Uganda Considers Death sentence for Gay Sex in Bill before Parliament,” guardiuan.co.uk, November 

29, 2009. http://www.guardian.co.uk/world/2009/nov/29/uganda-death-sentence-gay-sex (accessed March 15, 

2010). Writing for the NY Times, Gettleman reports, "The Ugandan government, facing the prospect of losing 
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violation of Scripture’s sexual norms than even incest, adultery, plural marriage, and 
divorce.”34 
 
While his contention is that homosexuality is a more serious violation, he also writes,  
 

It is true that any sin, including sexual sin, can get one excluded from the kingdom of 
heaven if merit is the means of entrance. In that specific sense, all sins are equal. 
And there are certainly other sins, including sexual sins, that the apostle Paul 
indicates create a risk factor for the exclusion of Christians from the kingdom of God 
if they persist in such behavior in a serial, unrepentant way. Paul mentions in 1 
Corinthians 5-6 incest, adultery, and sex with prostitutes alongside same-sex 
intercourse.  
 
Yet none of this means that the church should regard all sexual sins, let alone all sins 
of any type, as basically of equal import or even that God views all sins as equally 
abhorrent.35 
 

The difficulty with Gagnon’s argument is that he argues from the Larger Catechism of the 
Westminster Confession of Faith (1647) and not from specific Scriptures.36 He argues that 
the reordering of the sins of Leviticus 18 in chapter 20 of the same book demonstrates that 
the most severe sins are listed first. The difficulty with this argument is that the first sin of 
an “offering to Molech” (Lev 20:2) and the last sin listed, “a man or a woman who is a 
medium or a spiritist” (20:27) both meet with the same penalty, death. There seems to be 
no lessening of the sin or the offense.  
 
On the contrary, his study of the scriptures recognizes that any sin excludes one from the 
kingdom but somehow he rationalizes that the sin of homosexuality is the worst without 
scriptural warrant.   
 
Homosexuality and the Death Penalty  
 
An argument that could be put forth to support the grossness of homosexuality is that the 
consequence for this sin is the death penalty (Lev 20:13):  
 

If there is a man who lies with a male as those who lie with a woman, both of them 
have committed a detestable act; they shall surely be put to death. Their 
bloodguiltiness is upon them.  
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Moses is clear in his judgment of homosexuality: they shall be put to death. However, the 
death penalty in Leviticus 20 is not limited to homosexual activity. For example, other 
sexual sinners such as, the adulterer ([and adulteress] 20:10); those guilty of incest 
(20:12), and those who commit bestiality (20:15-16) are also to receive a death sentence. I 
have not kept up with  criminal codes around the world concerning sexual sins and I do 
know that some sexual activities are subject to criminal penalties that are still on the books 
(but rarely enforced), but I have not heard Western governments or churches advocating 
the death penalty for adultery. If this is so, then why is homosexuality singled out as THE 
sin to eradicate through a death sentence?  
 
While I disagree heartily with Oliver Thomas’ affirmation that homosexuality is acceptable, 
he does capture the tension of the selectivity of certain portions of Leviticus for 
condemnation:  
 

As a former "the Bible says it, I believe it, that settles it" kind of guy, I am 
sympathetic with any Christian who accepts the Bible at face value. But here's the 
catch. Leviticus is filled with laws imposing the death penalty for everything from 
eating catfish to sassing your parents. If you accept one as the absolute, unequivocal 
word of God, you must accept them all.37  

 
Tim Walkins, an ex-gay himself, observes that when he shares his testimony at church 
sponsored gatherings he senses two extremes in his audience:  
 

They sang fervently, prayed passionately and then sat idly as I told what great things 
the Lord had done for me. And all the while I was painfully aware they wanted to 
hear what ghastly thing God had done to Sodom and Gomorrah…. It was 
excruciatingly apparent they wanted a forceful denunciation of 
homosexuality….when it comes to homosexuality, Christians show great passion in 
one of two areas. Either they are passionate about extinguishing the pro-gay 
movement or about expounding God’s movement by introducing them to His Son.”38 

 
If homosexuality is to be eradicated according to Leviticus, then should the church be 
advocating capital punishment for “anyone who curses his father or his mother” (Lev 
20:9)? This crime and sentence is in the same chapter as homosexuality and both call for 
the same consequence. The Westboro Baptist will protest the next Gay Pride Day as an 
abomination, but they have not protested at their area high school where one would expect 
that cursing parents is not so uncommon? What is the reason that homosexuality (which is 
seemingly equal to cursing ones parents) creates such zeal against it?   
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If one where to look for a zealous Christian to maintain God’s standards, one would need to 
look no farther than the apostle Paul. The apostle is equally clear as the Old Testament in 
his firm affirmation that homosexuality is sin (Rom 1). He is also firm in his convictions 
that all sexual sin by believers must be dealt with decisively in the church (1 Cor 5).What I 
find interesting in 1 Corinthians 5 in relationship to Leviticus 20 is that when Paul has the 
opportunity to call for the death penalty based on the OT he does not. The sin Paul is 
dealing with is stated in 5:1:  
 

It is actually reported that there is immorality among you, and immorality of such a 
kind as does not exist even among the Gentiles, that someone has his father's wife.  

 
Paul is dogged that this situation in the church must be dealt with and in reality he already 
had (5:3). But now he wanted the Corinthian church to follow his example (1 Cor 5:3-5):   
 

For I, on my part, though absent in body but present in spirit, have already judged 
him who has so committed this, as though I were present. 4 In the name of our Lord 
Jesus, when you are assembled, and I with you in spirit, with the power of our Lord 
Jesus, I have decided to deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of his flesh 
that his spirit may be saved in the day of the Lord Jesus.  

 
What is interesting is that Paul did not appeal to Leviticus 20:11:  
 

If there is a man who lies with his father's wife, he has uncovered his father's 
nakedness; both of them shall surely be put to death, their bloodguiltiness is upon 
them.  

 
For some reason39 Paul by passed calling for the death penalty for this Corinthian believer 
based on Leviticus 20:11 and opted instead for church discipline. Is Paul being lenient on 
sexual sin? It would seem that in this present dispensation which Paul and we share, the 
death penalty was not a viable option for the sexual sins mentioned in Leviticus 18 and 
20.40  
 
While it is an argument from silence, it also should be noted that in the New Testament 
there is no hierarchy of sin.41 Montoya observes, “Homosexuality is no worse that lying or 
other sins.”42 Paul recognized that in the church of Corinthians there were converted 
fornicators, idolaters, adulterers, effeminate, homosexuals, thieves, the covetous, 
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drunkards, revilers, and swindlers. No one sin was too great to keep one from the grace of 
God.  
 
Scott Davis suggests, “Those who hate homosexuals—or even think homosexuals are in 
some way worse sinners than they themselves—have lost sight of their own unworthiness 
in God’s sight.”43 The church needs to be reminded that every saved person was “by nature 
children of wrath, even as the rest” before salvation (Eph 2:3).The church also needs to be 
reminded that any sinner who does not believe in Jesus Christ has the wrath of God 
abiding on him (Jn 3:36) not only the homosexual.  
 
Although the church does not know everything about the life of the apostle Paul, by his own 
confession, he was not guilty of any sexual immorality, heterosexual or otherwise. The 
apostle, speaking of his own standing before the OT, stated that he was “as to the 
righteousness which is in the Law, found blameless” (Phil 3:6). While he was innocent of 
sexual sin, he counted himself as the worst of all sinners.   
 

It is a trustworthy statement, deserving full acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into 
the world to save sinners, among whom I am foremost of all. (1 Tim 1:15) 

 
If there is any chief sin, it would have to be in harmony with the sin of the apostle Paul and 
not homosexuality. 
 
By demonizing homosexuality as THE sin, the church may be reinforcing a stereotype that 
will hinder God’s grace from being shared with those who need it. Chad Thompson, a 
believer who was saved as a gay man, writes, “Many lesbian and gay people need Christians 
to be hateful and ignorant in order to convince themselves that our message is the result of 
ignorance, homophobia, or some massive right-wing conspiracy.”44  
 
There seems to be no biblical warrant for classifying homosexuality as THE sin. So, what is 
the reason for such a reaction to homosexuality? I am not certain but I would suggest at 
least three reasons:  
 
1) We react to the militancy of the political homosexual agenda with sometimes equal 
militancy.  
 
2) We tend to be selective in our list of “top sins.” Carson offers the following: 
“Fundamentalists tend to address a select list of evils—abortion, homosexuality, secularism 
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working its way into school curriculum, and the like—and ignore a much broader list of 
social evils.”45   
 
3) We are uncomfortable around certain sinners (i.e. gays). For some reason it is okay for a 
Christian family to go to Disney surrounded by “regular, unsaved sinners.” But if they are 
on the same ride as those “other sinners” (i.e. a homosexual couple), then there is a reason 
to boycott Disney. I wonder if we are more concerned with our desire to be comfortable in 
our entertainment (at Disney for example), then recognizing that every sinner needs Jesus, 
even the gay couple next to you at Space Mountain.  
 
If homosexuality is no worse than any other sin before God and if we do not need to treat it 
any differently than the unsaved, heterosexual couple who is living next door to us outside 
the institution of marriage, how should we respond to the homosexual couple who lives on 
the other side of our fence?   
 
A Believer’s Response to Homosexuality Guided by Scriptures46 
 
Although Amy Tracy came to Christ from a lesbian lifestyle, she had a difficult time 
reconciling her yearning for God and the hostility she endured at the hands of Christians:   
 

In the fall of 1992, I began to feel myself inexplicably drawn to God. There were 
times when I would be doing something routine, and a powerful hunger for God 
would overtake me, sometimes followed by a blanket of peace. These experiences, 
which could last several hours or several days, were always interrupted as the 
demands of life snapped me out. For three years, I pushed away the promptings and 
feelings. Part of my confusion stemmed from the fact that I couldn’t reconcile 
my heart’s yearning with the hostile behavior I encountered in Christians. At 
abortion clinics and gay rights rallies, they hurled words at us such as “NOW Cow”, 
“abortionist”, “baby killer” and “sodomite” – and their passion for the cause would 
often erupt in violence. They claimed Jesus loved me and had a plan for my life, 
but the God they represented seemed condemning, judgmental, and 
hypocritical.47 
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David Gushee remarks, “Many Christians act as if opposing gays and lesbians is 
fundamental to the church’s mission, which leads many gay and lesbian people to perceive 
Christianity as their mortal enemy. Is this how we want to be perceived?”48   
 
Zahniser and Boyd believe that “given their past experiences with prejudice and rejection, 
and given the negative perceptions that many gay and lesbian persons have of the church, 
we think a new approach is needed if Christians wish to have a positive influence on people 
who have settled on a gay or lesbian identity.”49 
 
The church does not necessarily need a new approach to the issue of how to deal with the 
homosexual. They simply need to embrace a response guided by the Scripture.  
 
Luke 7:34 (cf. Matt 11:19) Jesus a Friend of Homosexuals?  
 

The Son of Man has come eating and drinking; and you say, 'Behold, a gluttonous 
man, and a drunkard, a friend of tax-gatherers and sinners!  

 
In contrasting his lifestyle to John the Baptist, Jesus rebukes the religious leaders who did 
not want to listen to either man’s message. The Pharisees did not have to listen to John 
because he had a demon (7:33) and they did not have to accept Jesus because he was a 
glutton and drunkard (cf. Deut 21:20). In drawing this contrast Jesus describes himself as a 
“friend of sinners.” While the religious leaders see this title as a cut, Jesus seems to embrace 
it. Luke supports this position by moving directly into the incident with Simon, the 
Pharisee, and the sinfully immoral woman. 
 
Noticing the dynamics of Luke 7:31-35, Darrell Bock makes this comment:  
 

The mood of the passage calls for a choice and a response. In addition, the account 
sets up the following passage where a “sinner” comes to minister to Jesus, while the 
complainers continue to grumble about those Jesus associates (7:35-50). Luke 
continually puts this question before his readers: Do you understand that Jesus is 
sent from God and that he is called to minister to sinners? Disciples should note the 
example.50 
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Montoya adds, “The church can be guilty of the attitude of the Pharisees towards the 
sinners of their day. The Pharisees displayed an absolute lack of concern and compassion 
for those who were lost (cp. Luke 15:1-32). Christ taught compassion for the lost, and this 
includes the homosexual.”51 
 
Scott Davis encourages believers who want to be a friend of homosexual sinners like Jesus: 
“if we are to be like Jesus, if we are to reach out to the homosexual we know or the gay men 
and women we don’t know, we must not be afraid to be seen as friends of those whose lives 
have taken a wrong turn. The woman struggling with lesbianism needs God’s grace just as 
much as the rest of us thieves, gossips, slanderers, and fornicators.”52 
 
One wonders if Jesus, who was known as a “friend of sinners,” would support an anti-
homosexual bill that would prohibit even sharing a meal with a LGBT person.53  
 
1 Corinthians 5:9-11 Do Not Keep Company with the Sinning…brother!  
 
According to a report on homosexuality by The Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life: 
 

People who named someone they knew personally (as a homosexual) generally had 
more favorable attitudes toward gay men and lesbians than did people who 
mentioned public figures. People who could not name any homosexual had the most 
negative opinions. 
 
A large majority of those interviewed say it does not make them uncomfortable to 
be around homosexuals. Overall 76% say they are not uncomfortable; 20% say they 
are. Discomfort is greater among older respondents (29% of people age 65 and 
older), those living in rural areas (29%), conservative Republicans (30%), and 
highly committed white evangelicals (34% uncomfortable around gays and 
lesbians).54 
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It could be that this discomfort around sinners is driven by a desire for separation from sin. 
Paul addressed this issue in 1 Corinthians 5: 
 

I wrote you in my letter not to associate with immoral people;   I did not at all mean 
with the immoral people of this world, or with the covetous and swindlers, or with 
idolaters; for then you would have to go out of the world. But actually, I wrote to you 
not to associate with any so-called brother if he should be an immoral person, or 
covetous, or an idolater, or a reviler, or a drunkard, or a swindler-- not even to eat 
with such a one.  

 
Paul is clear and the passage needs no hermeneutical exercising to realize that this verse is 
not prohibiting association with a person who is an unsaved homosexual. David Garland 
writes: 
 

Paul does not intend for them to withdraw from the world into a godly ghetto. They 
are to live as shining lights amid a wicked and perverse generation (Phil 2:15) and 
must continue to have dealings with the world…. The gospel does not call Christians 
to retreat from the world but to witness to it. Christians are to be like salt, which 
does no good unless it comes in direct contact with what needs to be salted.55 

 
Craig Blomberg offers this observation of the church’s application of this teaching: “Paul’s 
overall contrast between association with non-Christians sinners and nonassociation with 
unrepentant Christian sinners has been almost exactly inverted in massive segments of the 
contemporary church…. so that we need not interact in any intimate way at all with non-
Christians!”56 Wilkins suggests, “It seems that not only do we not expect homosexuals to 
come to Christ, we like Jonah, don’t want them to come to Christ.”57 Michael Braun 
observes, “Sadly many Christians find fellowship with known adulterers and dishonest 
people more desirable than contact with a homosexual who may be crying out for help. In 
most churches today homosexuality has a greater stigma attached to it than greed and the 
love of money. This ought not to be so.”58  
 
The Corinthians church associated with the believing sinner and received a stirring rebuke 
by the apostle. If Paul was alive today, would the apostle offer a rebuke to the church who 
has spurned association with the immoral of this world (i.e. the homosexual)?   
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1 Corinthians 5:12-13 Judgment Belongs to God  
 
The perception is that the church is too judgmental in regards to the homosexual. A recent 
Barna poll: 
 

Today, the most common perception is that present-day Christianity is "anti-
homosexual." Overall, 91% of young non-Christians and 80% of young churchgoers 
say this phrase describes Christianity. As the research probed this perception, non-
Christians and Christians explained that beyond their recognition that Christians 
oppose homosexuality, they believe that Christians show excessive contempt and 
unloving attitudes towards gays and lesbians.59   

 
It is biblically proper for those outside the church to recognize that the church believes 
homosexuality is a sin. This is not being judgmental. It is simply a fact and it is a fact that 
the church cannot shy away from holding and communicating. However, as Albert Mohler 
has observed, “Outside the walls of the church, homosexuals are waiting to see if the 
Christian church has anything more to say, after we declare that homosexuality is a sin.”60 
The church has communicated fairly well that the homosexual is the object of God’s wrath. 
Even homosexuals who have never darkened the entrance to a church understand that 
biblical fact because it has been painted on placards and shouted at their parades. But this 
is not communicated with compassion and sorrow but with loud condemnation. It is true 
that the judgment of God falls on every sinner (Rom 2:2) but must it be communicated with 
a bull-horn?   
 
As it concerns the church’s response to the homosexual, could we not follow Paul’s example 
in 1 Corinthians 5:12-13a?   
 

For what have I to do with judging outsiders? Do you not judge those who are within 
the church? But those who are outside, God judges. Remove the wicked man from 
among yourselves.  

 
Harold Mare summarizes the apostle’s teaching for the church: “Here Paul teaches that 
though it is logical for the church to exercise spiritual discipline over the members in its 
fellowship, it is not for the church to judge the present unsaved society.”61   
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There is little sense for the church to judge and condemn society since Jesus taught that his 
mission to the world was not to judge but to save it (Jn 3:17). Jesus demonstrated this with 
the Samaritan woman at the well. This promiscuous woman was without a doubt an 
immoral sinner. And although Jesus points out her sin creatively, he does not begin with an 
advertisement: “God hates the adulteress and you are going to hell!” Jesus came to save her 
and others (Jn 4:4). Divine, terrible, judgment is assured for all sin but it is delayed (1 Thess 
1:10; 2 Tim 4:1; Rev 20:12-15). The unsaved homosexual, cheater, drunkard, liar, thief, 
glutton, gossip or the  proud, or the greedy, will not inherit the kingdom of God (1 Cor 6:9-
10; Rev 21:8). Only those sinners who have accepted the gospel will enjoy God’s presence 
and escape future judgment.  
 
So to follow Jesus and Paul’s example the church is to share the gospel with ALL sinners. 
However, does the church always start its invitation to come to Jesus with divine 
condemnation and divine judgment? No—the perception is that the church only shares its 
message in this manner with the homosexual. I have not heard of Christians protesting 
outside of a fast food chain to the unsaved glutton who enters shouting to them that the 
wrath of God is upon them! It is no wonder that the church is perceived as judgmental by 
LGBT people (and younger evangelicals who sense the incongruence). It is an 
overstatement because not every church is guilty; however, the church needs to tone down 
its rhetoric as it concerns the sin of homosexuality and turn up its compassion for those 
who are without Christ. Has the church forgotten that such were some of us? (1 Cor 6:11)  
 
Mark 12:28-31 Getting Back to Basics: Loving your Neighbor 
 
John MacArthur states, “The contemporary church has been so inundated with pro-
homosexual literature and advocacy, that it has in many cases lost both the ability to 
discern such disgraceful iniquity and the resolve to fight against it.”62 What is the church to 
fight against? Is she to fight against sinners? I thought Jesus came to seek and to save 
sinners? (Luke 19:10) What is gained by the militaristic vocabulary except to position the 
homosexual as the enemy?63 Has the church lost sight of its mission to seek ALL sinners? Is 
its new mission in the 21st century to view sinners as the enemy that need to be fought 
against?   
 
The second greatest commandment as uttered by the Savior is not to fight against the 
transgressors but to love one’s neighbor who is a sinner (Mark 12:28-31):  
 

And one of the scribes came and heard them arguing, and recognizing that He had 
answered them well, asked Him, "What commandment is the foremost of all?” Jesus 
answered, "The foremost is, 'Hear, O Israel! The Lord our God is one Lord; and you 
shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all 
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your mind, and with all your strength.’ "The second is this, 'You shall love your 
neighbor as yourself.' There is no other commandment greater than these."  

 
William Lane captures both the object of this second greatest charge and the motivation to 
live out such a commandment: “A wholehearted love for God necessarily finds its 
expression in a selfless concern for another man which decides and acts in a manner 
consistent with itself. In the second commandment God addresses men as they are, sinners 
who love themselves, and claims them as such for love to the neighbor.”64  
 
Luke defines the concept of “neighbor” as anyone in need, even one who is hated and that 
without limitations (Luke 10:25-37). Surely, the person who is gay, who is working beside 
you, living besides you, or shopping beside you is your neighbor. In this case a believer’s 
responsibility is to love that one regardless of their sin.65 
 
Philip Yancy relates the story of pastor, Ed Dobson of Grand Rapids, Michigan. Dobson had 
become concerned about the AIDS problem in the city and meet with some gay leaders and 
volunteered the services of church to them. Yancy writes, 
 

Although Dobson’s belief in the wrongness of homosexual practice had not changed, 
he felt constrained to reach out to the gay community in Christian love…. In time Ed 
Dobson won the trust of the gay community. He began encouraging his congregation 
to provide Christmas gifts for people with HIV and to offer other practical means of 
assistance to the sick and dying… One gay person said to Dobson, “We understand 
where you stand, and know that you do not agree with us. But you still show the 
love of Jesus, and we’re drawn to that… Ed Dobson once said to me, “If I die and 
someone stands up at my funeral and says nothing but, ‘Ed Dobson loved 
homosexuals,’ I would feel proud.”66 

 
These select verses and personal testimony point to a more loving (and biblical) response 
to the homosexual than protesting, boycotting, imposing a death penalty or even affirming 
the sin.  
 
A Believer’s Response to Homosexuality Guided by Love 
 
 If a believer or church would like to reach out in love to those who are homosexual, the 
following list may provide a biblically based starting point: 
 

1. Don’t label a person by his or hers obvious sin. What other people who need the 
gospel, do we commence our gospel presentation by identifying them by their sin?  
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“Hey, glutton, you need to get saved!” “You, adulterer, you need to repent!” “Boss, 
you are a tax cheat and under the wrath of God!” “Yo, porn watcher, you are a 
degenerate and need Jesus!” 
 

2. No jokes at a sinner’s expense. You never know who is listening and that they may 
be struggling with same sex attraction or caught in the sin itself. In that moment 
when everyone is laughing, the sinner realizes that he (or she) cannot trust you to 
help—only make fun. Mohler reminds the church, “The tragic fact is that every 
congregation is almost certain to include persons struggling with homosexual desire 
or even involved in homosexual acts.”67  
 

3. Love each person. 
 

a. Look for ways to meet neighborly needs. If they don’t have any needs, let 
them meet yours! Go and ask him to borrow a tool, or tap into her expertise. 
 

b. Invite them over for dinner, dessert or a barbecue or accept their invitation 
to join them. Sin (even homosexuality) is not contagious.68  
 

c. Pray for them and ask them for specific prayer requests on a regular basis.  
 

d. Ask them questions about their lives. Take an interest in them as people and 
not their sin. Montoya suggests, “The church can misunderstand what it 
means to be in the world but not of it. We may think that it means for 
Christians to have absolutely nothing to do with homosexuals. The Bible 
speaks of the opposite. It shows that it is unavoidable and in many ways 
necessary to associate with homosexuals if we are to present the gospel to 
them.”69 
 

4.  Share the gospel with them as you would with any unsaved person. MacArthur 
writes, “Compassionately but firmly speaking the truth to unsaved sinners, 
whatever their predominant sin might be, is a primary part of what it means to love 
the lost with a true love.”70   
 

5. Volunteer at a clinic, hospice or hospital ward that is ministering physically to those 
who are stricken with AIDS. A number of homosexuals die alone because they have 
been rejected by friends and family because of their sinful lifestyle choices.  
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6. Create a safe environment in the church for parents, family and friends to share 
their heartache over family members they love who have embraced this sin. Give 
parents permission to love their homosexual child.   
 

7. Do not demonize the homosexual.71 The church does not need any more devils.  
 

8. Realize that the homosexual is not the enemy of the church nor is he or she the 
worst of sinners (Luke 13:1-5).  
 

9. Remember, that before Christ, we were just like them: indulging the lust of our flesh. 

“Among them we too all formerly lived in the lusts of our flesh, indulging the desires 

of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, even as the rest” 

(Eph 2:3).  

 

10. Expect sinners to sin. I expect the cheater to cheat, the liar to lie, the thief to steal 
and the homosexual to practice sexual immorality. I do not expect sinful people to 
act like believers.72 I do expect believers to seek not the healthy but the sick just like 
Jesus (Matt 9:10-13). 
 

11. While there is a need to affirm that homosexuality is sin, we must equally affirm 
with the same zeal that any sexual activity outside of marriage displeases God and is 
an affront to him.  

 
Conclusion  
 
As I contemplate the issue of the church’s response to the homosexual, I find it interesting 
that a church like the 1st century Corinthian church with all its divisiveness, immorally, 
theological uncertainty (even concerning the resurrection) could possibly reach 
homosexuals with the gospel. Once converted, these “sinners” were named as members (1 
Cor 6:11). I wonder what the Corinthian church would think of the responses of churches 
such as the Westboro Baptist Church or actions of denominations such as the Southern 
Baptist with their boycott of Disney concerning homosexuals. I also wonder how many of 
our churches twenty centuries later that boast a firmer theological foundation than the 
Corinthians could also boast of a church membership who counts as its members those 
have been saved from and have forsaken a same sex lifestyle. My fear is that our churches 
will not count many if our response to the homosexual is not governed by Jesus and his 
word. 
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Jonathan Merritt pleas with believers: “Now is the time for those who bear the name of 
Jesus Christ to stop merely talking about love and start showing love to our gay and lesbian 
neighbors. It must be concrete and tangible. It must move beyond cheap rhetoric. We 
cannot pick and choose which neighbors we will love. We must love them all.”73 
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